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Reading for Today:
 

2 Samuel 15:1–16:23 

Psalm 66:8-15 

Proverbs 16:27-30 

John 7:1-27
 

 

Notes:
 

2 Samuel 15:1–6 stole the hearts. Public hearings were always conducted early in the morning in a

court held outside by the city gates. Absalom positioned himself there to win favor. Because King

David was busy with other matters or with wars, and was also aging, many matters were left

unresolved, building a deep feeling of resentment among the people. Absalom used that situation to

undermine his father, by gratifying all he could with a favorable settlement and showing them all warm

cordiality. Thus, he won the people to himself, without them knowing his wicked ambition.
 

2 Samuel 15:10–12 Absalom formed a conspiracy, which included taking some of the leading men to

create the impression that the king supported this action and was in his old age sharing the kingdom.

All of this was a subtle disguise so Absalom could have freedom to plan his revolution. Absalom was

able to do this against his father not merely because of his cleverness, but also because of the

laxness of his father (1 Kin. 1:6).
 

John 7:4 to be known openly….show Yourself to the world. Jesus’ brothers wanted Him to put on

a display of His miracles. Although the text does not clearly state their motivation, perhaps they made

the request for two reasons: 1) they wanted to see the miracles for themselves to determine their

genuineness, and 2) they may have had similar crass political motives as did the people, namely that

He would become their social and political Messiah. Jerusalem’s acceptance of Him was to be the

acid test for them as to whether His own family would believe in Him as Messiah.
 

John 7:17 If anyone wills to do His will, he shall know. Those who are fundamentally committed

to doing God’s will will be guided by Him in the affirmation of His truth. God’s truth is self-

authenticating through the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit (16:13; 1 John 2:20, 27).



 

 
 

 DAY 22: How confused were the Jewish people about who Jesus was?
 

John 7:12–27 reflects the confusion among the people. In vv. 12,13 the crowds, made up of Judeans,

Galileans, and Diaspora (scattered) Jews, expressed various opinions regarding Christ. The

spectrum ranged from superficial acceptance (“He is good”) to cynical rejection (“He deceives the

people”). The Jewish Talmud reveals that the latter view of deception became the predominant

opinion of many Jews.
 

Jesus’ knowledge of Scripture was supernatural. The people “marveled” (v. 15) that someone who

had never studied at any great rabbinical centers or under any great rabbis could display such

profound mastery of Scripture. Both the content and manner of Jesus’ teachings were qualitatively

different from those of any other teacher. And the people were surprised that, in spite of the ominous

threat from the religious authorities (vv. 20, 32), Jesus boldly proclaimed His identity (v. 26).
 

“Do the rulers know indeed that this is truly the Christ?” they asked. The question indicates the level

of confusion and uncertainty as to who Jesus was and what to do about Him. They did not really have

any firm convictions regarding Jesus’ identity. They were also perplexed at the religious leaders’

failure to arrest and silence Him if He really were a fraud. Such dense confusion caused the crowd to

wonder if the religious authorities in private concluded that He was indeed the Christ. Mass confusion

among all groups reigned regarding Jesus.
 

“No one knows where He is from” (v. 27). Only information regarding the Messiah’s birthplace was

revealed in Scripture (Mic. 5:2; Matt. 2:5, 6). Beyond that, a tradition had developed in Jewish circles

that the Messiah would appear suddenly to the people, based on a misinterpretation of Isaiah 53:8

and Malachi 3:1. In light of this, the meaning of this phrase most likely is that the identity of the

Messiah would be wholly unknown until He suddenly appeared in Israel and accomplished Israel’s

redemption. In contrast, Jesus had lived His life in Nazareth and was known (at least superficially) to

the people (v. 28).
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